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Greg Wilkens, P.E., P.S.,
Butler County Engineer

When considering what to write for this my second column, I
thought, “what is the most critical issue of the day?” Well, we at
the Butler County Engineer’s Office have an adage that goes
something like this: “We can engineer a solution to any traffic
problem that exists, but finding the necessary funds to build
the solution is another matter.” Obtaining the money to fix
congested roads, dangerous intersections, and aging bridges
is the most difficult task with which we must contend.

As a county engineer here in the State of Ohio, I have firsthand experience with these
difficulties encountered at the local level. Quite frankly, revenues are drying up more
quickly than many realize. Needs are becoming greater to improve and expand
existing infrastructure, especially in growing suburban counties. As the State focuses
its limited funds more and more on the interstate system, less is being expended on
the smaller state routes which are deeply integrated with the secondary roadway
systems and local county arterials.

While we support the needs of the interstate system, there must be better ways to
drive additional money down to the local level. Funding for roadway projects is a
matter in which I strongly believe ASHE needs to become more involved. As profes-
sionals in the business, we have a responsibility to help facilitate the means to meet
these demands. We need to exercise more influence on the political system in an
effort to increase highway funding.

Please encourage your legislators to generate and push all resourceful ideas to the
forefront. Remind them that good transportation creates jobs and helps the economy,
not just locally, but regionally and statewide. We’ve experienced this firsthand in fast-
growing Butler County, which has been a leader in job creation – and not by accident.
A cohesive and planned approach to high profile projects such as the Union Centre
Boulevard interchange at I-75 and the Butler County Veteran’s Highway fueled an
explosion of development and new jobs in our southeastern townships. We are
reaping the economic rewards of investing in a roadway system that was quickly
becoming obsolete.

Creative financing was a key element to generating these major roadway improve-
ments. It took a lot of hard work as well as letters, meetings, and trips to Columbus.
So to reiterate, I hope to see all Triko Valley Section members become more involved
with the important task of promoting better and more reliable roadway financing. Safe,
efficient roads are good for the motoring public and good for the economy.

On a lighter note, we are beginning to hone in on selecting a facility in which to hold
the 2010 ASHE National Conference. This is our Section’s chance to shine, so it is
important that we continue to move forward with development of our remaining
subcommittees. I encourage everyone to keep up the good work. And by the way, if
anyone has any ideas for the Entertainment Committee, please contact me.

From our President . . .
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Notes from Your ASHE PIN (Political Information Network)

The ASHE PIN hopes everyone was able to exercise their right-to-vote on Tuesday, November 7.  The
election resulted in several upsets for some well known candidates.  With a new Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, Auditor of State, Secretary of State and Treasurer of State to be sworn in
next year, the status of business in Ohio will change.  The shift of both the United States House and
United States Senate to the Democrats will also change how the Federal government will operate.
Many professional organizations feel the shift in power in both houses may offer new opportunities to
secure more federal funds for infrastructure, while also posing challenges in the areas of health care,
taxes, and other business issues. ACEC President Dave Raymond said, “I expect the new Democrat
majority will focus on moving the appropriations bills in a timely manner, and look for bipartisan initia-
tives, such as the reauthorization of the airports construction program (Vision 100), that will attract
broad support,” said Raymond.  Stay tuned to the ASHE PIN for further updates.

On another note, the ASHE TRIKO Valley Board approved a letter penned by Newsletter Editor Stan
Harris in opposition to the proposed State House Bill 661 in Ohio.  The letter, addressed to Representa-
tive Sandra S. Harwood, stated

“ASHE supports a qualifications-based selection process, as currently required by Ohio’s
Design Professional Selection Law (Ohio Revised Code 153.65-.71).  Every major public
works and construction organization in the United States supports such a process.  It is in
the best interest of public health and safety to procure design services on the basis of
qualifications and experience as opposed to low price.  Professional design services
represent only a small percentage of the construction budget (and a far smaller percent-
age of life-cycle cost) so it makes economic sense to ensure the design professional has
the experience and qualifications needed to deliver a high-quality design.  The TRIKO
Valley Section (Cincinnati area) of the American Society of Highway Engineers (ASHE)
wishes to voice our objection to House Bill 661, which would require counties to award
contracts for engineering and architectural services based on competitive bidding.”

With board approval, this excellent letter was sent to Representative Harwood on October 20, 2006.
The Ohio legislature convened on November 6th for a 15-day session.  The ASHE PIN will keep an eye
on the status of this legislation and report at the November meeting.

ASHE Scholarship

As announced in the last newsletter, the ASHE Scholarship has been increased to $1500 and $1000.  We are

able to increase the scholarship amounts due to the success of the golf outing and we want to thank all who

participated in the golf outing fundraiser.  The first meeting of our committee was scheduled for November 15,

2006.  The next round of scholarships will be awarded at the 2007 ASHE Golf Outing and applications will be

due on April 27, 2007.  Again, we thank all who participated in raising money for the people who are the future of

our profession.

Please see our website for application information:
http://www.ashe-trikovalley.com/
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TRIKO
Valley News

President Wilkens opened the meet-
ing at 11:56 with the Pledge of Alle-
giance and recognition of 4 guests.

Bill Lawall reported a previous bal-
ance of $3,498.67, deposits of
$13,535.17, & expenditures of
$13,047.91, leaving a current balance
of $3,985.93, plus the $5,000 scholar-
ship fund, plus $200.00 in the 2010
National Convention fund.

Currently, there are 142 members.
The next director’s meeting is Oct 17th

and the next general membership
meeting is the November 28th Holiday
meeting at the Montgomery Inn, in
Montgomery.

David Emerick read the minutes from
the May 23rd meeting.

The ASHE scholarship committee
thanked those who submitted and par-
ticipated in the golf outing.  The next
scholarship applications are due on
April 27th, 2007.

The ASHE PIN reported that the
nation’s infrastructure is at a turning

We are looking for donations for the silent
auction to be held at OTEC to raise money
for the 2010 national convention in
 Cincinnati.  Committee Chairs that have
volunteered were thanked.  A split the pot
was announced.

President Wilkens announced a goal of
growing the section by 10%, or 13 new
members.  Dave Hammer’s resignation
from the Board was accepted.  Members
should contact Board members if inter-
ested in the 1st Year Director position.

There was no old or new business raised.

After lunch was served, Dave Tomley and
Steve Mary presented an LRFD Bridge
Specification Update.  ODOT training ses-
sions on LRFD will be conducted in the
spring at three locations and implementa-
tion is scheduled for July.  Dave will pro-
vide an article on this topic for the
Scanner.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

point.  The 286 billion-dollar trust fund
will be bankrupt by 2009 as less funds
have been appropriated than authorized.
There are several options to address this
issue, including Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) Toll Roads.  We were urged
to get out and vote.

Ninety-nine golfers participated in the
outing this year, and there were 29 hole
sponsors, netting a $1,100 profit.  June
14th is the date of the outing next year.

There was a regional meeting in
Columbus on July 21st.  There will be
four new sections including Buffalo, NY,
Roanoke, VA, Portland, OR and Bos-
ton, MA.  The national convention will
be in Atlantic City in May this year.  Our
section requested justification of the
National initiation fee increase from $25
to $50 this year.  National is also raising
the annual renewal dues from $5 to $10.
March 10th there will be a National
Board meeting in Cincinnati.  New na-
tional bylaws were passed and comments
are requested by November.  An ASHE
luncheon will be held at OTEC on
Tuesday, October 24th.

RSVP!!
Please be sure to RSVP for  meetings! Space is limited and an accurate head count helps the Montgomery
Inn  and the ASHE officers to better plan for meetings.

Split the Pot!
A Split the Pot contest will be held at future general membership meetings to raise start-up funds for the

2010 conference. 1 ticket for $1, 6 for $15, or 15 for $10.

Business Card Ads!
$50/yr for small ads, $150/yr for large ad and corporate link on TRIKO website.
If interested, contact Stan Harris at sharris@fmsm.com. Send website logos to Matt Loeffler at
loefflerm@bceo.org.
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General Membership
Jamal Adhami
Tim Augustine
Richard Bailey*
Phil Banton
Doug Batt
Eric Beck
Gerald Berding
Steve Bergman
Gabriel Bitar
Charles Bode
Douglas Brand
Bruce
Brandstetter*
Tom Brayshaw
Bill Brayshaw
John Brazina
Wayne
Breitenstein
David Brewer
Jonathon Brunot
Dennis Brunton
Charles Bucklew
Dave Butts
Carol Callan-
Ramler
Kathleen Carsey
Jim Collins*
Judi Craig
William Crawford
John Davidson
Jeff Darrah

Caroline Duffy
Michael Eddy
Kristin Eggeman
John Eichstadt
Kim Elam
Mary Beth Elfers*
David Emerick
Joseph Espelage
William Fair
Hank Fedders*
Patrick Finn
Leo Flischel
Carl Fritschi
Bronson Funke
James Griebel
Paul Gruner
Michael Hafner
David Hammer
Stan Harris
Steven Hartke
Lori Hayes
John Heilman
Mark Henderson
George Hoffman*
Ted Hubbard*
Warren Iulg
Dennis Jennings
James
Jurgensen*
James Kapsho
Joseph Kearnes*

John Kerr
Craig Ketron
Gary Ketron
Michael Kinne
Eric Kistner
Scott Knebel
Jeffrey Koehn
Daniel Koeninger
Steven Korte
George Kral
Wess Kroll
John Lachmann
Jeffrey Lamb
Bill Lansing
Bill Lawall
Aaron Littman
Matt Loeffler
Daniel Louis
Patrick Manger
Benjamin Mann
Steve Mary
Dan McAdams
John McChord
Ray McDaniel
Joe Mellman
Catherine Miller
Cindy Minter
Nathan Moore
Warner Moore
Paul Motylinski
Bryan Mount

Robert Mount
Michael Murray
David Newhouse
Paul Pfennig*
Tim Peters
Duane Phelps
Robert Plate
Dale Proffitt
Steven Proffitt
Michael Prus
Joseph Prus
Amy Pursley
Phil Rasor
Mark Richardson
Doug Riddiough
Ronald Roberts
Jock Roeder
Donald Rosenbarger
Kevin Rust
Ali Saleh
Michael Samoviski
Ray Schork
Julie Schroeder
Paul Schoelwer
Gary Simmons
David Spisak
Koren Sprinkle
Leonard Stahl
Robert Steier
Craig Stephenson
Jake Stremmel

Dwight Stutz
Tim Taney
Cindy Taylor
Mike Thompson*
Tim Thoroughman
David Thurston
LeeAnn Tito
David Tomley
Vickie Trimbach
Robert Trenkamp
Roy Turton
Jennifer Vatter
Joe Vogel
Doug Walker
Mark Walker
Cindy Wallace
Jeffrey Wallace
George Webb
Mark Weber
Larry Weisman
Gregory Wilkens
Robert Yeager
Heinrich
Zehetmaier*
James Zentmeyer

* Past Presidents
At Last Meeting
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ASHE SILENT AUCTION A SUCCESS! 
 
 
Fundraising efforts for the ASHE 2010 National Conference have begun!  In October, 

a Silent Auction was held at the 2006 Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference 
(OTEC) at the ASHE booth.  Over 66 items were donated by various companies and 
individuals for a total profit from the 12-hour Silent Auction of $8,000.00.  The various 
items that were sold are listed on the ASHE TRIKO Valley website http://www.ashe-
trikovalley.com/ .   

 
The big ticket item for the auction, 2 tickets to The Ohio State University vs. University 

of Michigan Football Game, sold for $2,000.  A special Thank You goes to David Jones 
for donation of these highly-coveted tickets!     

 
The auction was a success due to our many supporters including the TRIKO Valley 

Board Members for helping acquire the bid items, ASHE volunteers at the booth, 
Volunteers Rich Miller and Bill Lawall for help before, during and after the auction, and 
all of you who placed bids on the items.  

We extend our gratitude to each of you! 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR COMPANIES! 

 
Arcadis 
ASHE Triko Valley  
ASHE Triko Valley Golf Committee 
Balke American 
Barr & Prevost 
Barrett Paving Materials  
BBC&M Engineering 
Beaver Excavating Company 
Burgess & Niple 
CDS Associates 
Cincinnati Art Museum 
Cincinnati Bengals 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission 
Cincinnati USA 
Cincinnati Zoo 
City of Hamilton 

City of Hamilton Parks and Recreation  
Contech 
DLZ 
Edwards & Kelcey 
EmbroidMe 
Flexible Pavements 
Fuller Mossbarger Scott and May 

Engineers 
HC Nutting Company 
HDR 
Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza 
HNTB Ohio 
Hull & Associates 
John R. Jurgensen Company  
Jones-Stuckey LTD  
Kleingers  

Mannik & Smith Group  
Matt Loeffler  
ME Companies  
Moraine Materials Company  
MS Consultants  
OSU 
Ohio Ready Mixed Concrete Association  
Palmer Engineering 
Pat Manger  
PBS&J  
PSI USA  
RD Zande & Associates  
Thelen & Associates  
Transystems  
University of Cincinnati  
Utility Land Company 
W.E. Stilson Consulting Group 
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2006-2007 Board of Directors
Board Title Board Member Company Phone Fax

President Greg Wilkens Butler Co. Engineer’s Off. 513.867.5744 513.785.4107

1st Vice President Caroline Duffy Barr & Prevost 513.476.6271 513.272.5522

2nd Vice President Joe Vogel City of Cincinnati 513.352.1523 513.352.1581

Treasurer Bill Lawall 513.602.3915

Secretary David Emerick CDS Associates, Inc. 513.791.1700 513.791.1936

3rd Year Director John Davidson Concrete Promotion Cncl SW OH 513.777.4229 513.777.4229

2nd Year Director Tim Peters ADS, Inc. 513.887.6273 513.887.6274

1st Year Director Cindy Minter HNTB 513.421.4682 513.421.1954

1st Year Director David Hammer CDP Engineers 513.762.9500 513.762.9501

Past President Mike Thompson Barrett Paving Materials, Inc. 513.271.6200 513.271.2875

Regional Chap. Rep. Jim Collins City of Hamilton 513.785.7285 513.785.7269

YOUR
AD

HERE!!
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WOOLPERT.
SERVING ALL YOUR

TRANSPORTATION NEEDS

YOUR AD HERE!!
Contact Stan Harris at sharris@fmsm.com

Prus Construction

Co.

5325 Wooster Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226

(513) 321-7774
(513) 533-6737 Fax

www.prusconstruction.com

C O N S T R U C T I O N

2323 West Fifth Street • Suite 160
Columbus, Ohio  43204

TEL 614.486.0401   FAX 614.486.1194
admin@jonesstuckey.com

ELECTION NOTICE:
Due to David Hammer moving to Florida, a special election will be
held at the November meeting to elect a new Director. The
nominees are:

Steve Profitt
Amy Pursley
Paul Schoelwer

 

 

www.fmsm.com 

Geotechnical  Civil  Environmental 

Waste Management  Water Resources 

Mining  Construction Monitoring 

Materials Testing  GIS Applications 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
(513) 842 - 8200 
(513) 842 - 8250 (fax) 

 
 
 
 
Offices in 
 
Lexington/Louisville, 
Kentucky; Cincinnati/ 
Columbus, Ohio;      
St. Louis, Missouri; 
Jeffersonville, Indiana; 
Atlanta, Georgia; & 
Nashville, Tennessee  
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ASHE
P.O. Box 257
Mason, OH
45040

ASHE TRIKO VALLEY
HOLIDAY MEETING

Tuesday, November 28, 2006, 5:30 PM
The Original Montgomery Inn, Montgomery, OH

FEATURED SPEAKER:
GREG RHODES

Executive Director of the REDS Hall of Fame

Dinner Cost: $25.00
RSVP to Bill Lawall at 513-807-2245

by 4:00 November 27, 2006
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