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From our President . . .

As I begin my year as president of the TRIKO Valley
Section of ASHE, we have a lot going on in the Section.

First, I would like to take the time to thank those who
volunteer their time to serve our organization. The
current Officers and Directors: Greg Wilkens, Caroline
Duffy, Joe Vogel, John Davidson, and Tim Peters; long-time
Treasurer, Bill Lawall; Secretary, Dave Emerick; Past
President, Jim Collins; Regional Representative, Paul
Pfennig; and Stan Harris, Newsletter Editor. As most of
you know, Joe Cron passed away recently, and we will
greatly miss his contributions to the board. I also want
to give big thanks to Mary Beth Elfers for her years of
service as the Newsletter Editor and Julie Schroeder for
her years of service as Secretary.

Thankfully, Congress recently passed the $286 billion
highway bill which will give all of us involved in the
various aspects of the highway industry much to do in the
years to come.

The golf outing was held at Pebble Creek Golf Club on June
23 with great weather and a very good turnout. The success
of this outing is a direct result of the efforts of
Chairman Jim Collins and the Golf Committee.

The TRIKO Valley Section is submitting our bid to host the
2010 ASHE National Conference in Cincinnati. Caroline
Duffy and Cindy Minter have bravely volunteered to serve
as Co-Chairs of the Conference Committee. If we are
successful in landing the Conference, we will need
everyone’s support in this undertaking.

Jim Collins is hard at work to get the TRIKO Valley
Section Web Site up-and-running in the near future.

Our next meeting will be September 27 at the Montgomery
Inn Boathouse with Jay Hamilton of ODOT making a
presentation on the upcoming I-75 widening mega-project,
which will be undertaken in the near future.
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A Resource for Companies Responding to
Hurricane Katrina Recovery Efforts

For ASHE companies who are mobilizing teams to work
on rebuilding projects in LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI AND
ALABAMBA, posting job openings to fill out your team
is currently free to you at The Fulcrum International
website at http://www.thefulcrumintl.com/.

The Fulcrum International is a website that was
designed to provide a FIRST PLACE FOR CONSTRUCTION,
ENGINEERING, AND ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS TO CONNECT WITH
JOB SEEKERS, effectively and inexpensively. It was

launched in November 2004,

and is receiving an

average of 16,000 hits per week and growing.

In addition, on the website’s home page is a link to
Many firms are
offering matching funds to donations collected by

hurricane recovery resources.

their employees.

Let’s all pull together for our friends and neighbors
who have been so devastated by Hurricane Katrina.
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Concrete for Long
Lasting Pavement

A

The General Membership
meeting for the TRIKO Valley
Section of ASHE was held on
Tuesday, May 24, 2005.

The meeting opened at noon
with the Pledge of
Allegiance and a welcome
from President Jim Collins.
Eight guests attended the
meeting.

Treasurer Bill Lawall gave
the Treasurer’s report.
Starting with $2,414.31,
showing receipts of
$4,816.28 and expenditures
of $3,040.48, we have an
operating capital of
$4,190.11 and $5,000 in the
Scholarship Fund. We had
128 members at the writing
of the Treasurer’s report.

The next ASHE meeting will
be on September 27, 2005 at
the Montgomery Inn
Boathouse. The last
Director’s meeting was
August 23, 2005.

Secretary Julie Schroeder
gave the Secretary’s report.
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§ RiKO
. Valey News

Director Caroline Duffy gave
the Political Information
Network report and the
Scholarship Program report.
Tim Hewitt from the
University of Cincinnati was
the recipient of this year’s
scholarship.

Paul Pfennig gave the
regional report and
continued discussion on
hosting the 2010 National
Conference. Cindy Minter
and Caroline Duffy have
volunteered to co-chair the
2010 Conference, if it is
held in Cincinnati.

Jim Collins discussed the
golf outing held at Pebble
Beach Golf Club on June 23.
The outing was a great
success; over $1200 was
raised for the Section’s
scholarship fund. 80 golfers
attended the event, and
there were 23 hole sponsors.
Jim also reported that a
website for the TRIKO Valley
Section is currently in
development.
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Officers for next year were
voted in and include:

President Mike Thompson
lst VP Greg Wilkins
2nd VP Caroline Duffy
Treasurer Bill Lawall
Secretary Dave Emerick

Regional Dir. Paul Pfennig

2™ Year Dir. Joe Vogel
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Paul Gruner presented
Continuous Flow Intersections

at the meeting.
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Notes from Your ASHE PIN (Political Information Network)

The summer of 2005 has
been an exciting time
for the transportation
industry. The Federal
Transportation Bill
was signed into law,
and the OPWC
legislation was put on
the State ballot.
While the Federal
issue has been
resolved, the OPWC
legislation still
needs our help.

On the Federal Front:

The Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity
Act: A legacy for Users
(SAFETEA-LU) was signed
into law by President
Bush on August 10, 2005.
This law will finally
give relief to our
agencies that have been
unable to plan and commit
to future projects since
the Transportation Equity
Act for the 21%¢ Century
(TEA-21) expired in
September 2003.

SAFETEA-LU includes the
following features:

$286.4 billion
dollars will be
spent on
transportation
projects over the
next six years.
Overall nationwide
funding level
increased by
approximately 31%.
Ohio funding level
(over all programs)
increased by
approximately 36%.
Ohio’s guaranteed
return of
contributions to
the Highway Trust
Fund increased from
the current $90.5
for every $1.00
contributed to the
following rates:

o 2006: $90.5
for every
$1.00
contributed

o 2007: $91.5
for every
$1.00
contributed

o 2008: $0.92
for every
$1.00
contributed

o 2009: $0.92
for every
$1.00
contributed

Ohio has 245
earmarks approved
for a total of
$665,231,434 in
project value.
Kentucky has 68
earmarks approved
for a total of
$370,359,253 in
project value.
Incorporated
changes aimed at
improving and
streamlining the
environmental
process for
transportation
projects.

The ASHE PIN would like
to thank the members of
the TRIKO Valley section
who did their part in
getting the SAFETEA-LU
bill passed.

On the State Front:

In early August, the ASHE
PIN learned that the Ohio
House and Senate
committees approved the
OPWC legislation (H.J.R.
3 and S.J.R. 2) to be
placed before voters in
November of 2005. If
passed, this legislation
would authorize extending
the OPWC program for
another 10 years. The
bonding authority would
be the same as in the
past at $120 million
annually. This
legislation, however, has
combined the popular OPWC
program with Governor
Taft’s $500 million Third
Frontier high-tech
economic development bond
issue, which was defeated
in the polls last year.
Although this combination
of the two initiatives

may hurt the chances of
passage of the never-
defeated OPWC program,
we must all support this
dual legislation to
continue the existence
of this wvital program
for local governments.

The ASHE PIN will be
presenting more
information on how the
ASHE TRIKO Valley can
support the OPWC Program
at our September
meeting.
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